




can and do feel as deeply and as profoundly as any woman. Andrew mentions that he has not
seen his daughter in approximately four years. While I am not privy to the intimacy issues of the
Renouf family, I can say that fathers naturally tend to love their children. A mother's or father's
relationship with their child is separately authentic from their relationship with each other. I can
say that children need the love of both their father and their mother. The access that mother and
father have with their children, aside from obvious abuse, should not be determined by the issues
that the mother and the father have with each other. Each parent can say that we are having
problems with each other, but we both love you very much. We know that children feel guilty
about a marriage break-up and they need to know that both parents love them. It takes years to
recover from taking sides, and that same taking sides sabotages future relationships when those
children become adults. Society says that men are producers; they bring home the bread.
Andrew's letter screams to us that he cannot produce without limit. There is a limit to what a man
can produce. There is a limit to what a man can take. If we, as a society, teach boys that to be a
man is to control, and then, as in Andrew's case, we take all of that control away to the point that
the only way for him to keep any control is to stop the wage garnishee, then by definition, we
oblige him to make that choice. Andrew mentions two government agencies: Family Support
Services and Welfare. One garnishees his wages, the other tells him that he still really has the
money the other agency took away. It is the classic case of the right hand not letting the left hand
know what it is doing. What this did to Andrew is profoundly heinous in an age of
computerization, fax machines and telephones.

For Welfare to say that he made more than $520 the month before is not true. It is a lie. Not only
is it a lie, but the Family Support agency had all the documentation to prove to the Welfare
people that Andrew Renouf did not have any of the money he had worked for during the
previous month. The Family Support Services, in reality, did not support the Renouf family.

The policies of the Welfare Office and the Family Support agency were contributing factors in
the destruction of the Renouf family. Fathers are part of the family unit. Husbands are part of the
family unit. You may listen to what I am saying and say that there are many issues here: the issue
of child support the issue of gender discrimination the issue of alimony marriage breakdown
What I would like to say to you is that there are no such things as issues, there are only people,
flesh and blood men, women, and children.

If our attitudes and agencies do not work to support the health of women and men and children,
then we must change and adapt our attitudes and agencies so that they do help all people. The
terrible reality of this story is that everyone lost. a daughter lost her father an ex-wife lost her
support society lost a good and productive member and Andrew lost the most precious thing: his
life. Surely a system that makes everyone a loser has got to be wrong. The most radical thing I
have to say is that the solutions to life's difficulties need a partnership that includes both men and
women. We need both sides to achieve the full equation and we need to have the same rules and
the same attitudes for both men and women.

There is a place in Los Angeles where there is a small mountain in the middle of an urban area.
There used to be an observatory there before the city lights made it impossible to see the stars. It
is a place where lovers go to park. It is also a place where people go to commit suicide. One
evening, a police car drove up the winding road, just to see a young man climbing over the rail to
jump off and commit suicide. The first policeman dashed to grab him, but he was too late to get a
good hold on him and keep his balance without falling over the cliff himself. There was a
moment when it looked like both of them were going to fall to their deaths. By then, the second
policeman was able to get around the car and grab the first policeman and pull them both to
safety. The first policeman was nearly killed. He was later asked, "Why did you do this? Why



did you risk you life, your future, losing your family and everything for a total stranger, a man
you didn't even know?" He replied that when he touched him, he "became" the other man. To let
go and let him die would have been like losing himself. He would not have been able to face
himself the next day. He became the other man.

So, we are more than our brother's keeper. We are our brother; our brother's and our sister's
welfare is directly linked to our own. When Andrew died, part of us died with him, men and
women alike. May God give us the grace to reach out in compassion for each other, to attend to
each other's pain, that we might all live in mutual trust, esteem and love.
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